Call for tender 2012, 2013 ‘Better Training for Safer Food’ Initiative:
Chafea model for an audit certificate

Addressed to

[full name and the address of the Contractor]

We [legal name of the audit firm], established in [full address/city/state/province/country] represented for signature of this audit certificate by [name and function of an authorised representative], hereby certify that:
1. We have conducted an audit relating to the activities and the costs declared in the request for [interim/final] payment of [name of the Contactor], hereinafter referred to as Contractor, and the documents provided in support of the request for payment (i.e. the [interim/final] report and the invoices), to which this audit certificate is attached, and which is to be presented to the Consumers, Health and Food Executive Agency  (Chafea) under service contract [Chafea contract reference: title, acronym, number] for the following period covered by the service contract: [insert period covered by the request for payment].
2. We confirm that our audit was carried out in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, respecting ethical rules and on the basis of the relevant provisions of the service contract [Chafea contract reference number] and its annexes. The audit was carried out, in order to check if all the requirements defined in Article [I.4.2 / I.4.3] of the service contract were met by the Contractor.

3. The above mentioned request for payment was examined and all tests of the supporting documentation and accounting records deemed necessary were carried out, in order to obtain reasonable assurance
 that, in our opinion, based on our audit:
3.1 The amounts of request for [interim/final] payment ([insert amount in number] [insert amount in words
]) declared are complying with the following cumulative conditions
:

· they are relevant and reflect the Contractor’s economic environment;

· they are reliable and sufficient evidence exists that the amounts claimed as incidental expenditures have actually and necessary incurred in accordance with the requirements of the terms of the service contract;

· they are determined in accordance with the Contractor’s accounting principles;

· they have been incurred during the period covered by request for payment concerned by this audit certificate;
· they also include the costs incurred in drawing up the report referred to in Article [I.4.2 / I.4.3] of the service contract,
· they are recorded in the accounts of the Contractor at the date of the establishment of this audit certificate.
3.2 As declared in the attached request for payment, the total amount of invoices for the period covered by this request for payment is equal to ([insert amount in number] ([insert amount in words
]);
3.3 Accounting procedures used in the recording of costs and invoices respect the accounting rules of the State in which the Contractor is established and permit the direct reconciliation between the costs and invoices incurred for the implementation of the service covered by the service contract;
3.4 Based on our audit, we can conclude that the financial management of the service was carried out in an acceptable manner and in compliance wit the requirements of service contract.
4. We certify that relevant, reliable and sufficient evidence exists that tutors, project managers and event managers have actually been working on the service contract in the period subject to the request for payment, for the number of days claimed.
5. Our company [organisation – for competent public officers] has been acting as an independent and impartial auditor and it is qualified to deliver this audit certificate in full compliance with the service contract. 
[Relevant information establishing this qualification
 shall be included with this audit certificate – in case of public bodies, a relevant certificate produced by a competent and independent public officer shall be included.]

6. We hereby declare that we have no conflict of interest
 with the Contractor who has requested this audit certificate.
7. As declared in the attached request for payment, the Contractor paid for this audit certificate a price equal to ([insert amount in number] ([insert amount in words
] in which VAT is equal to ([insert amount in number] ([insert amount in words
].
Date, Signature and Stamp of the audit firm

� 	Please use the headed paper in the national language of the audit firm which provides the audit certificate.


2 'Reasonable assurances' is an accounting expression meaning a high degree of confidence that information is valid and unaltered.


� In EUR.


� Article I.4.2 or I.4.3 of the service contract.


Costs shall not be budgeted costs; where costs are not available at the time of establishment of the audit certificate, the closest possible estimate can be do we mean requested (verb) or request (noun) for payment. Any necessary adjustments to these claims must be reported in the request for payment for the subsequent reporting period.


� In EUR.


� External auditors must be qualified to carry out statutory audits of accounting documents in accordance with the 8th Council directive 84/253/EEC of 10 April 1984 or similar national regulations. 


Where a public body elects to use a competent public officer, the auditor’s independence is usually defined as independence from the audited contractor “in fact and/or in appearance”. A preliminary condition is that this competent public officer was not involved in any way in drawing up the request for payment and that he is not hierarchically dependent from the officer responsible for the request for payment.


� If the auditor is not known internationally or for a competent public officer whose competence to provide an audit certificate has not been attested to by its national authorities.


� In the meaning of Article 57 of Regulation (EC, Euratom) 966/2012 of 25 October  2012 on the Financial Rules applicable to the general budget of the Union  and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 26.10.2012, p.1).


� In EUR.


� In EUR.
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